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According to Flora Abreau, president of the human rights organization "No more torture," most
homicides of street children are carried out by civilian and military police officers who were active
in death squads and other forms of repression during the military dictatorship. A recent report by
a congressional committee concluded that children living on the streets are victims of organized
violence aimed at their extermination and corruption, in addition to poverty, and inadequate access
to education and other social services. These children are subjected to violence at the hands of
police authorities and administrators of institutions designed to meet the victims' needs. Committee
chairperson Deputy Rita Camata, "the existence of paramilitary groups is one of the concrete things
proven by the commission's investigations." Approximately 3,000 children and adolescents were
killed on the nation's streets in the past 20 months. According to the Movement for Defense of Street
Children's Rights in Recife (capital of Pernambuco state), violence is the cause of 51% of deaths
among children between 10 and 14 years of age. The official statistics agency (Instituto Brasileiro
de Geografia e Estatistica-IBGE) reports that 66% of deaths in the 15 to 17 years of age category
are a product of violence. Health Minister Alceni Guerra told the congressional committee that
violence against children is on the increase. Antonio Carlos Gomes da Costa, president of the
Brazilian Center for Infants and Children (CBIA), says the level of violence perpetrated against
children in Rio de Janeiro has declined this year. In 1990, 400 children were murdered in the coastal
city, compared to 280 thus far in 1991. The government's recently-created Ministry of Child Affairs
claims the numbers are inflated and that murders of children living on the street have declined.
On Nov. 28, about 8,000 children and adults marched through downtown Rio de Janeiro to protest
assassinations of street children. The demonstration was organized by local and international
human rights organizations, including the UN Childrens Fund (UNICEF) Childhope, and the
Roman Catholic Church. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 11/14/91, 11/18/91; Spanish news service EFE,
11/24/91, 11/28/91; Agence France- Presse, 11/28/91; Associated Press, 11/28/91, 11/29/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

